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“A world of flowers, plants, and a whole lot more.”

Mason Bees: History & Facts

Mason bees are one of the most effective pollinators for spring flowers, fruit trees, berries, cherries, and
nuts. Unlike honeybees, which collect nectar to make honey, mason bees focus solely on pollination—
making them powerhouses for your garden.

A Brief History of Mason Bees

Mason bees belong to the genus Osmia, a group of solitary bees that have existed for millions of years.
Unlike honeybees, which were introduced from Europe, mason bees are native to North America and
have adapted to various climates and ecosystems without human intervention. Their name comes from
their unique habit of using mud to construct and seal their nests, a behavior that has been observed
since ancient times.

Characteristics and Behavior of Mason Bees

Mason bees are solitary, non-aggressive pollinators so you won't need to worry about using protective
gear. Mason bees are known for their gentle nature and hardworking tendencies. Unlike social
honeybees, they do not live in colonies or hives but instead nest individually in pre-existing holes, such
as hollow stems, wood crevices, or bee houses. They are active early in the season, typically emerging
when temperatures reach 50°F (10°C), and they work tirelessly to gather pollen and nectar. Because
they do not store honey, their main priority is collecting pollen to nourish their developing larvae.

Why Mason Bees Are Super Pollinators

Mason bees are incredibly effective pollinators due to their unique foraging and pollen-carrying
methods. Unlike honeybees, which carefully transport pollen in specialized baskets on their legs,
mason bees collect pollen all over their fuzzy bodies. This “messy” method results in significantly more
pollen being spread from flower to flower. A single mason bee can pollinate as many flowers as 100
honeybees, making them a vital part of any healthy garden or orchard.

The Mason Bee Life Cycle

Spring: Once temperatures reach 50°F (10°C), adult mason bees emerge and immediately begin
pollinating and nesting.

Egg-Laying: Female mason bees gather pollen and nectar to provision their nests, laying 20-35 eggs
during her 6-week lifetime in 3-4 small chambers sealed with mud.

Summer: Larvae develop inside their cocoons, feeding on stored pollen and nectar.

Fall: The fully formed bees remain dormant inside their cocoons through the colder months.
Following Spring: New adults emerge to restart the cycle.

How to Support Mason Bees

Encouraging mason bees in your area is simple and rewarding. Providing a bee house with removable
nesting materials like paper tubes or wooden trays gives them a safe place to reproduce. A nearby mud
source is essential for sealing their egg chambers, ensuring successful nesting. Harvesting and storing
cocoons over winter reduces pest exposure and increases survival rates. Avoiding pesticides near
nesting areas keeps mason bees safe and healthy.

By understanding and supporting mason bees, you contribute to a healthier ecosystem and improve
pollination for your garden, ensuring better fruit and flower production year after year.
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